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and darken the suspicions of ignorance, it is the duty of
men like you, who have leisure for inquiry, to lead back
the people to their honest labour; to tell tlrem, that sub-
mission is the duty of the ignorant, and content the virtue
of the poor; that they have no skill in the art of govern-
ment, nor any interest in the dissensions of the great; and
when you meet with any, as some there are, whose under- -
standings are capable of conviction, it will become you to
allay this foaming ebullition, by showing them, that they
have as much happiness as the condition of life will easily
receive; and that a government, of which an erroneous or
unjust representation of Middlesex is the greatest crime
that interest can discover, or malice can upbraid, is govern-
ment approaching nearer to perfection, than any that ex-
perience has known, or history related.

The drudges of sedition wish to change their ground;
they hear him with sullen silence, feel conviction without
repentance, and are confounded, but not abashed; they go
forward to another door, and find a kinder reception from
a man enraged against the government, because he has
just, been paying the tax upon his windows.

That a petition for a dissolution of the parliament will,
at all times, have its favourers, may be easily imagined.
The people, indeed, do not expect that one house of com-
mons will be much honester or much wiser than another;
they do not suppose that the taxes will be lightened; or,
though they have been so often taught to hope it, that
soap and caudles will be cheaper; they expect no redress
of grievances, for of no grievances, but taxes, do they com-
plain ; they wish not the extension of liberty, for they do
not feel any restraint; about the security of privilege or
property they are totally careless, for they see no property
invaded, nor know, till they are told, that any privilege
has suffered violation.

Least of all do they expect, that any future parliament
will lessen its own powers, or communicate to the people
that authority which it has once obtained.

Yet a ne\V parliament is sufficiently desirable.    The